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The first num ber of the  new mycological journal Field Mycology was published in Jan u ary  
2000. According to  its editors, it should be a full colour journal providing articles of in terest 
ab o u t fungi to  the  field m ycologists, covering all aspects of identification, conservation, recording 
and collection, for all ages and educational levels. T he editorial board  consists m ainly of 
non-professional mycologists, m em bers of the  B ritish Mycological Society (for instance G. K ibby -  
ed ito r in chief, A. Henrici, R. Phillips etc.). Professional m ycologists are represented by P. R oberts 
from the  H erbarium  of the  Royal B otanic G ardens, Kew. Geographically, the  articles deal w ith 
all aspects of field mycology w ith an em phasis on B ritish  and northern  European fungi.

The papers in th e  first volume can be divided into several m ain groups: 1. m ethods of 
collecting, identification and docum entation  in the  mycology of m acrom ycetes, 2. p o rtra its , 
com m ents and colour photographs of interesting fungal species, 3. user friendly identification 
keys and in troductions to  several genera or fungal groups, 4. book reviews, 5. a  profile of an 
mycological group, 6. reports on new finds of selected species of fungi.

T he first im pression of the  new journal is good and pleasant. I t  is prin ted  on quality  paper 
and the  reproduction  of colour photographs is true. T he layout is well-arranged and makes 
th e  tex t easy to  follow. In my opinion, it is very im po rtan t th a t  so much space is devoted to  
m ethodology. W hat we need is to  improve our skills and knowledge to  be able to  understand 
the  specifics and difficulties of mycology. For beginners it is always b e tte r  to  understand  the  
variability  of m acrom ycetes and be able to  recognise th e  im po rtan t m acro- and m icrocharacters 
m ore th an  superficially know hundreds of species. In fu ture  volumes the  am ount of pages devoted 
to  identification keys could even be reduced (they  are often m isleading if not based on thorough 
m onographic knowledge of a  particu lar genus or group) in favour of m ethodological papers (for 
instance: how to  recognise different type of hyphae, cystidia, how to  use sta ins and microchem ical 
reagents, w hat are th e  im po rtan t diagnostic characters of individual genera, how to  docum ent 
in teresting  records etc .). Consequently, the  reader will become fam iliar w ith th e  conceptional 
background of present mycology and th en  be able to  work independently. T he new jou rnal is set 
up th is way which is likeable.

A jou rnal like Field Mycology certainly is very interesting for people from all p a rts  of Europe. 
Regarding some m inor inaccuracies (e.g. p. 12: Gloiothele lactescens: amyloid ornam ented  spores, 
wrong!, p. 17: th e  sam e species: spores sm ooth, correct!), the  editorial work should be done more 
carefully to  ensure correctness of the  inform ation.

Finally, I wish Field Mycology a  lot of success, m any satisfied readers and good w eather for 
collecting fungi th a t  will be presented on its pages!

Jan  Holec
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